
College-Level Examination Program (CLEP) 

College-Level Examination Program (CLEP) allows students to earn college credit without 
actually having to attend class. CLEP exams allow students to demonstrate knowledge they 
have obtained through independent study or prior life, work, or cultural experiences. Students 
can earn between 3 and 12 college credits through earning a satisfactory score on their CLEP 
exams.  

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT CLEP EXAMS ARE AVAILABLE?  
Currently, CLEP offers 33 different exams. Most CLEP exams cover material taught in a one-
semester college course, but some CLEP exams correspond with material taught in two-
semester or even two-year courses.  

WHO CAN TAKE CLEP EXAMS?  
Any student who has gone through the proper procedures and obtain authorization according to 
Oakwood’s policy. 

WHAT IS OAKWOOD’S POLICY?  
A student who presents satisfactory evidence of having competence or exposure in a certain 
area covered by a required course may meet an academic requirement by passing a CLEP test. 
The following policies apply to the program: 
 
1. The recommended maximum number of CLEP credits a student may apply toward graduation 
is 32 semester hours. 
 
2. In each major the maximum number of CLEP subject examination credits a student may 
earn is determined by the major department. 
 
3. In the case of the general education requirements, the Academic Policies Committee will 
determine which courses can be taken by CLEP and how much credit a student may earn 
from the basic general education requirements without overlapping in the subject area. 
 
4. The minimum scores listed below must be acquired before credit can be granted. Changes 
in scores by ETS (Educational Testing Services) may change acceptable scores by Oakwood 
University. 
 
5. Acceptable CLEP scores shall earn corresponding course credit, but no letter grade shall 
be assigned or quality points considered. 
 
6. Once CLEP credit is placed on the transcript, a student may not repeat, for a grade, the 
course for which credit was given by examination. 
 

 

Effective October 2014, Student may now re-test  in 3 months  



7. Incoming students wishing to take the CLEP test before entering Oakwood University must 
have the approval of the Registrar’s Office before the test is taken. 
 
8. All CLEP scores previously obtained at another school are subject to review by the 
Registrar’s Office. 
 
9. A fee covering the cost of the examination and its administration will be charged each 
student desiring to take the CLEP examination at Oakwood University. 
 
10. CLEP examination is administered by the Career Services and Testing Center. 
 
11. The student must complete and submit an Academic Request Form to the Registrar’s 
Office to take a CLEP test. 
 
The following table lists the CLEP subjects, corresponding courses and minimum scores 
acceptable by Oakwood University: taken from 2011-2013 Bulletin 
 
CLEP subject    Score     Course Equivalent 
American Government      50        PS 211 (3 hours) 
American Literature      50       EN 301, 302 (6 hours) 
Biology        50        BI 101-102 (6 hours) 
Calculus          50             MA 171 (4 hours) 
Chemistry        50        CH 141-142 (6 hours) 
College Algebra      50           MA 108 (3 hours) 
College Composition       50        EN 111 (3 hours) 
College Mathematics       50       MA 101 (3 hours) 
English Literature       50          EN 211, 212 (6 hours) 
Financial Accounting       50        AC 220-221 (6 hours) 
French Language (Level I and II)     50        FR 101-102 (6 hours) 
History of the United States I and II     50,50       HI 211, 212 (6 hours) 
Human Growth and Development     50        FS 355 (3 hours) 
Introduction to Educational Psych*     50        ED 200 (3 hours) 
Introductory Business Law       50             BA 475 (3 hours) 
Introductory Psychology      50        PY 101 (3 hours) 
Introductory Sociology      50        SO 101 (3 hours) 
Pre-calculus       50        MA 121 (3 hours) 
Principles of Macroeconomics     50        EC 283 (3 hours) 
Principles of Microeconomics     50        EC 282 (3 hours) 
Principles of Management      50          BA 310 (3 hours) 
Principles of Marketing      50        MK 301 (3 hours) 
Spanish Language      50        SP 101-102 (6 hours) 
Western Civilization I and II      50, 50       HI 103, 104 (6 hours) 
 
*Not acceptable for education majors. 
 
HOW MUCH DOES A CLEP EXAM COST?  
Each CLEP exam costs $100 ($80 to vendor for test and $20 center fee)  
 
HOW CAN STUDENTS STUDY FOR A CLEP EXAM?  
Students can prepare for their CLEP exam using a variety of methods. Some students, such as 
international students, may find that they already possess the knowledge to take and pass a 
CLEP exam, such as the Spanish Language CLEP exam. Many students, however, possess 
little knowledge about the CLEP exam material so they must find a way to prepare adequately 
for the CLEP exam.  



 
Many CLEP prep methods exist to help students prepare for their CLEP exam. These methods 
include CLEP study guides available at CollegeBoard.org, college textbooks, tutorial cds and 
dvds, practice CLEP exam questions, and online CLEP prep methods.  There are also resource 
materials available for use at the Career Services and Testing Center on Campus. 
 
HOW ARE CLEP CREDITS AWARDED?  
Each colleges and universities accepting CLEP has different policies regarding how college 
credits are awarded from a CLEP exam. Each college or university accepting CLEP determines 
the exam score required to obtain college credits, the number of credits awarded for each 
satisfactory CLEP exam score, and the course for which the CLEP credits will substitute.  
 
RE-TEST POLICY 

The CLEP program has a long-standing policy that an exam may not be retaken within a 3 
month period.  This waiting period provides the student an opportunity to spend additional time 
preparing for the exam or the option of taking a classroom course.  

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF CLEP?  
CLEP exams allow students of all ages to save time and money! CLEP also offers convenience 
as students are able to prepare for the CLEP exam on their own timeframe.  With CLEP, 
independently acquired knowledge and prior life experience can translate into college credit, 
allowing students to graduate sooner and save time and money in the process.  

WHY TAKE A CLEP?  
Students will use CLEP for many different reasons. Some to get that last class needed to 
graduate, others to shorten the time it takes to get their degree, and some to simply lighten their 
class load per semester. 

STEPS FOR TAKING A CLEP EXAM (Oakwood University’s Student) 
Step 1 Meet with your advisor 
Step 2 Complete Academic Request form (Be sure to bring with you on day of exam) 
Step 3 Go to CLEP website, create an account, & register:                            

http://clep.collegeboard.org/register/exam 
Step 4 Print Ticket (Be sure to bring with you on day of exam) 
Step 5 Call testing center to make an appointment @ 256/726/7134 
Step 6 Study, Study, Study 
Step 7 Remember to bring to Testing site on Test Day 

A.  CLEP Admission Ticket 
B. Completed and Approved  Academic Request Form 
C. Current  government ID 
D. Center’s Service  Fee in cash 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


